
December 24, 1993

Secretary of the FCCI
c/o Office of Managing
1919 M Street
Washington, DC 20554

Directo:r;).,fC~

R!e!IVED

JAN '31994

FCC MAll.ROOM .,
/1,

Re. the proposed increase in VHF radio user fees

We own a 20' fishing boat with no eating, sleeping or bathroon
facilities. Because of the size of Lakes Mead and Mohave and the
speed which unexpected inclement weather can develop, which can
be very dangerous to small boaters, a VHF radio may be a
"lifesaver." I consider our VHF radio just as important for the
safety of my family and friends as required items such as fire
extinguishers, flotation devices, etc. Accidents can and do
occur though, and direct communication with other boaters and
emergency/rescue personnel is vital to minimize damage and loss
of life.

I urge the FCC not to raise the fee for a Ship Radio Station
license. The last increase from $5 to $35 was a "hard pill to
swallow" for all small boat owners, and to double it to $70 is
unconscionable. Most Americans have no problems with increased
fees which become necessary to cover normal increases in costs to
maintain useful programs, but I find it hard to believe that it
costs the FCC $70 to process an application for a ship station
license.

Respectfully,

Melvin E. Hengen
1596 Carnoustie Ct
Boulder City, NV 89005-3652

(702)294-4278
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December 28, 1993

SccrctIIIy
Fodenl Communication Commillion
1919 M Street NW
Wasbingtoo DC 20554

re: Proposed Fee IncrcaIe for Marine Radio I..iceuIcI

Dear Secretary, FCC:

I:ncrcIIiDa 1hc fee to $70 for fiw yc.1icenIe, or $105 for a tal yc. JicCDIC wiD. only rcsuIt
in dccrcased usc ofmarine radios by 1hc gcmc.ral pleasure boaters. We wiD. find o1hcr ways
to commUDicatc with each other, such • coIh- te1ephonce. Wbon 1hia happens, less
boa1rn will be monitorina Ch 16, which wiD result in reducod safety on the waten. Its
nearby boaters that reach 1hc boat in 1roUblc lema Wen the COIIt Guard responds.

More and more boaters in the Puaet SouDcI area now cany their ceIuIIr teIcpIaoDeI with
them, which arc more rcIiabIc and 1cII c:IiItracting dum VHF radios. MDIt oflll1bat sports
fish also carry CB.

There is a threshold to which the public will tolerate biabcr taxes - • witDcuod by the U. S
Rccrcational VCI8C1 Foe PrcJaram 1IIIt is beiDa etinrineted because it WM inc1fcctive.
Doubling or 1ripIiDg the IDIlinc radio IiceI1Ic fee will be one of thoec dLat will have a Iimilar
ncga1ive effect.

Sinccrcly,

No. of Cooiesrec'd~ r
UstABCDe
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ARNm &. BERG MARINE SURVFtORS~ INC.
'0 BOX 70424

SEAnU~WA 98107-0424
206...283-8884

December 29,1993

Secretary, FCC

1919 M Street NW

Washington DC 20554

Subject:: Proposed FCC RegUlatory Fees

RECEIVED

FCC MAIL ROOM

The recreational boater seems to be the target for fees and taxes from all levels

of government. As manne surveyors we find many customers who do not have proper

FCC licenses and furnish the proper forms (506 & 753) as a customer service.

The proposed increase to $105.00 would not be in the public interest.

Recreational boaters should be encouraged to license their VHF and other required

equipment by reasonable fees, especially when the equipment is not required. It would

be better to have higher fees on commercial vessels and other vessels that are

mandated to carry such transmitting devices. Many recreational boaters now carry

cellular phones instead of a VHF radio. While this is good in some respects, its overall

effect is to reduce the level of safety in emergency situations.

Barne Arnett, President

David J. Berg, Vice Pnesident
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